The Principal’s Newsletter
September 8, 2017

Educating * Mind * Heart * Spirit
“We are created in God’s image.” Genesis 1:27

Friday Folder Return Percentage
What percentage returned them on Tuesday, September 5?
90% return. Parents, let’s see a 100% on September 11.
SCRIP has been sold after the weekend Masses and in the school office daily long before I ever
came on the scene in 1997. With the recent cutback in terms of parish investment in the school
by $50,000 by the finance committee for this school year, some parishioners have suggested
that greater impetus be given to SCRIP. At the same time they state that either they or others
have no idea what SCRIP is. I know that Erin Tasler and Michelle Jergens, co-chairs, and our
many SCRIP volunteers who sell after the Masses are REALLY NICE PEOPLE and would
WELCOME the opportunity to explain it to anyone who inquires. Likewise, Mrs. Smith, school
office secretary, is every PLEASANT and would do likewise, always with a smile.
WHAT IS SCRIP?
SCRIP is a national program for non-profits. Scrip is a term that means “substitute
money.” St. Thomas Aquinas School purchases gift cards at a discount from local and
national businesses and then sells them to the public. For example, we purchase a
$100 gift card from Hy-Vee or Fareway for $98. We sell you the $100 gift card with
which you purchase $100 worth of goods. We make $2. Profit varies by businesses. I
like to eat at Panera so when I purchase $100 worth of Panera gift cards, the school’s
profit is $9.00. Attached is a SCRIP order form. You can see the many businesses
that participate in SCRP and the profit we make from varying gift cards. You win!
We win!
Why buy SCRIP? So often we are asked to buy things that we don’t really need or
want just to support one group or another. With SCRIP you are using the gift cards
where you normally would shop AND you’re getting full dollar value! The
participating businesses are donating a share of their profit to be used for our
purposes.
If you would like to order SCRIP certificates, please fill out a SCRIP form. Send your
check payable to St. Thomas Aquinas School with the form. Orders are usually
placed on Monday and filled by Thursday noon.
Thanks for your support
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Total ……………………………………………………………………………105
73 Families
Mrs. Engstrom – Physical Education & Technology – 105 Students
Mrs. Brandt – Music – 105 students
Early Literacy and Universal Screening
Universal screening (CBMreading (Curriculum-Based Measurement for Reading) is an evidence-based, oneminute assessment and is the process of regularly checking every student’s performance in reading. There are
three screening periods for all students—fall, winter, and spring. For the past several years, school in Iowa have
used the TIES software. However, the Iowa Department of Education terminated its contract with TIES (TIES is
owned by Minnesota school districts) after a technical audit found their TIER software system was "unfit" and
came with "a very high risk of continuous failures." Since 2013, Iowa has paid them more than $14 million.
So the state of Iowa transitioned to a new statewide data system for K-6 literacy through FASTBridge Learning.
Our teachers have participated in the webinar training and found out that some elements of the new data system
were quite familiar and all are ready to administer the Fall testing from September 19 through
the 21st.

Alert: School pictures are scheduled for Thursday, September 28

Alert: In honor of St. Francis of Assisi whose feast day is October 4, Father
Meyer will bless pets on Friday, October 6th at 2:45 in the east lot.

Upcoming Events:
*Tuesday, September 12 – Board of Education meets at 5:30 p.m. in the parish center.
*Wednesday, September 13 – 2 hour late start for teacher in-service
*Friday, September 15– Student Mass planned by the 5th graders.
*Monday, September 18 – No school – Staff Development Day
*Friday, September 22 – Prayer Partner Mass planned by the 4th graders.
*Thursday, September 28 – School Pictures taken by LifeTouch starting at 8:30.
*Friday, September 29 – Student Mass planned by 3rd graders.
*Friday, October 6 – Student Mass planned by the 2nd graders. In honor of St. Francis of Assisi
(feast day is October 4) we will have the blessing of pets on Friday, October 6 at 2:45 in the east
parking lot.
*Friday, October 13 – Student Mass planned by the 6th graders
October 13th is WC Homecoming – 2-hr early dismissal
It has been a long-standing tradition that we have a float in the homecoming parade. Many
hands make light work so if you are willing to assist in creating a winning float, please contact
Heidi Tesdahl.
*Week of October 16th – Iowa Assessments for students in grades 1 through 6. The Iowa
Assessments is a group-administered achievement test for grades K-12 which measures a student’s
knowledge in subject areas that students have learned in school – reading, language arts,
mathematics, science and social studies. The Iowa Assessments were released in the 2011-2012
school year and has replaced the Iowa Test of Basic Skills® (ITBS®) and Iowa Test of
Educational Development®. The new exam format has been redesigned to better align the exam
with the Iowa Common Core Standards.

Alert: Parents, if you haven’t been receiving emails from Sharon, it
means she doesn’t have your current email address. Please call her at
the school office (832-1346) or email her at ssmith@stswc.com
Also….

